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Frontline Leadership: 
Leadership Advice for USAF Junior Officers, 

Mid-Grade Officers, & NCOs

Darrell Moyers, Michael Parker, Julie Roloson, Uwe Hartmann

The aim of this article is to give an openeyed insight into what good leader
ship looks like without the usual clichéridden platitudes that may provide 
momentary feelings of inspiration but prove to be hollow in practice. The 
authors discuss their personal experience with leadership, support it with 
credible sources, and throughout maintain an understandable and direct 
manner. The work carries with it a healthy amount of cynicism, blunt state
ments, and critical views into the U.S. Air Force. The aim is to provide 
straightforward mentorship for those seeking frank and honest leadership 
advice currently lacking in the earlier ranks.

The article begins with a discussion on why bad leaders exist in the Air 
Force: a topic of which every service member has knowledge but it seems 
to be taboo to publicly acknowledge it. Poor leaders may graduate from the 
Squadron Officer School, the NCO Academy, or even the Air Command & 
Staff College. Poor leaders maintaining successful careers is something that 
is not supposed to happen, but it does, and it must first be acknowledged in 
order to be addressed.

The first part of this article provides the reader with practical lessons on 
good leadership, focusing on aspects such as humility, followership, empower
ment, and mentorship. True leadership is not a single aspect but the sum of 
them all. The second part provides an example for how some key principles 
of good leadership may be carried out in practice. It is one thing to tell some
one to lead, it is quite another to offer them something they can reasonably 
 emulate. Paraphrasing Winston Churchill: it is a tragedy if a man finds him
self unprepared or unqualified in the moment that could have turned out to 
be his finest hour.
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Motivational Aspects in Conscript Training and  
their Impact on Relevant Outcomes and Attrition

Mario Lementa, Ülle Säälik, Aivar Ots, Inga Karton

The objective of this study is to longitudinally explain the coherence between 
a perception of autonomy, selfefficacy, appreciation of training and desire to 
quit, as well as the ways in which these motivational aspects affect learning 
outcomes and early inclusion in the reserve forces in the course of a soldiers’ 
basic course. The study was conducted in 2019 in the Kuperjanov Infantry 
Battalion; data was gathered from 321 conscripts twice during the soldiers’ 
basic course; the average age of respondents was 19.9 years, whereas 1.56% of 
them were female. The motivational aspects perceived during training were 
determined with an electronic questionnaire and the learning outcomes were 
determined according to the results of the soldiers’ basic course exam; the 
proportion of conscripts leaving the service ahead of time was an indication 
of the attrition rate according to the administrative data. Analysis was con
ducted with Structural Equation Modelling method, including Cross Lagged 
Panel Model and Mediation Analysis.

The hypotheses of the study were, to a large extent, confirmed: conscripts’ 
perception of autonomy positively influenced their selfefficacy and nega
tively their intention to quit. Moreover, a greater perception of autonomy is 
positively related with the training outcomes of conscripts and negatively with 
an early inclusion in the reserve forces. Autonomy perceived earlier in the 
training, however, was not related with a subsequent appreciation of training.

The study has some constraints such as a limited generalisation of the 
results in the example of a single unit or an exclusion of other potential 
aspects (learning environment or other) that might have an impact. Despite 
the constraints, the results of the study are valuable since they provide new 
knowledge about the validity of general education findings in the context of 
military training of conscripts in the Estonian Defence Forces. Recruiting 
is quite restricted for the Defence Forces. Since conscription is in constant 
competition with other spheres of life, conscripts must be approached with 
contemporary educational methods to increase their motivation to contribute 
into Estonian national defence.

The study revealed that a perception of autonomy, selfefficacy, and 
 valuing training are important interrelated motivational traits. A single moti
vational aspect may not give the desired result; thus, in order to get conscripts 
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to dedicate to training, motivational traits must be used in a combination, 
whereas the perception of autonomy is of considerable importance.

For further applications and research, the measuring instrument could 
be used as a monitoring tool. It is important to conduct longitudinal studies 
with a variety of durations over a longer period of time in order to collect 
more valuable and generalisable data. This way, the instructors and trainers 
could gather information on how to improve certain techniques in order to 
teach conscripts more efficiently and support their motivation to learn, at the 
same time offering a potential life choice to those interested in a career in the 
Defence forces and as reservists.

Cost Implications of Autonomous Systems

Jaan Murumets

Applying reliable mechanisation, automation, and/or autonomy in well
understood domains (mostly critical nonoperational functions) can help 
to significantly save from expenses and improve efficiency. In some cases, 
an application of various autonomous systems could improve and enhance 
the capability of conventional systems used in the operational domain. How
ever, if we only considered saving on personnel and equipment then changes 
in environmental conditions, the weather, operating theatre factors such 
as the terrain, and operational tasks would mean that, currently, it is very 
 difficult to fully replace the capabilities of conventional systems with an auto
nomous alternative. Therefore, it should not yet be considered an option to 
save on resources. Technology is constantly evolving and should regularly 
be  revisited. Cost is not the only reason for automating systems. Technology 
could decrease casualties and save lives in many areas, for example in autono
mously resupplying the troops on the front line. It is important to continue 
researching and developing the area of autonomy.

The developed methodology enables us to compare existing systems with 
autonomous alternatives. It is advisable to adopt this approach as a standard 
for comparing systems. Over time, it will provide us with a more comprehen
sive understanding of the cost implications of developing  autonomy.

This study focuses on the costrelated aspects of implying autonomy by 
using a system of systems approach. We adopted a scenariobased method 
and considered (1) changes in expenses and (2) changes in performance under 
circumstances where an existing system is replaced with an  autonomous 



323SUMMARIES – KOKKUVÕTTED

 system, noting that automation is not always applied directly in the place of 
a conventional system. The expenses include second and third order effects. 
The organisational changes considered herein range from removing human 
operators from a platform to the potential defence capabilities in the case an 
autonomous resupply system is used on the front line.

The Principles of Life Cycle Costing of 
the Assets of the Defence Forces

Marek Mardo

The objective of this article is to introduce the fundamentals and basic ele
ments of life cycle costing. Collecting historical and theoretical background 
information, including the development process of life cycle costing is essen
tial in the Defence Forces because it helps to recognise the importance of 
assets and benefits that the organisation may gain. The concept of life cycle 
costing got wider attention in the midsixties when the US Department of 
Defence (DoD) acknowledged that a mere justification of lowest price ten
dering on governmental procurement programmes is misleading. The DoD 
found themselves in a situation where financial resources for maintaining 
the equipment were starting to run out and the funds assigned for acquiring 
new equipment needed to be reallocated to compensate for the deficiency. 
The administration of President Kennedy ordered the Logistic Manage
ment Institute to establish the methods and principles of life cycle costing. 
Consequently, the theory and practices of life cycle costing got transferred 
to major industrial countries and used as a basis for establishing national 
rules. Although life cycle costing is considered an interdisciplinary subject 
that combines the practices of management, engineering, and finance, its pri
mary area of support is financial accounting.

Why is life cycle costing essential? Defence equipment is designed for 
specific purposes and probably not for mass production. These systems are 
 complex; they contain hightech components and require constant modi
fications during their entire lifespan which can last for up to fifty years. 
 Con sidering all that, the life cycle cost estimation process is complicated, 
involving elements of risk and uncertainties, and, therefore, considered a 
challenge for analysts. Undertaking life cycle costing helps to identify key cost 
drivers and provide better insight of expenses related with program  planning 
and  bud geting. When done properly, life cycle costing is considered the 
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best means for assessing affordability and managing the budget,  estimating 
expenditures, analysing defence capabilities and evaluating procurement 
 tenders. From a longterm perspective, cost estimation will enable to assess 
the expense and benefit options of national income and expenditure afford
ability based on future cash flows and a transfer of payments.

Life cycle costing as a subject has gotten little attention on a national level. 
In Estonia, only a few articles have been published and some research done. 
According to the National Audit Office, the annual report on life cycle costs 
in governmental procurements have been a selection criterion in the past few 
years but the procurements examined in the auditing process failed to show 
how exactly were life cycle costs determined and assessed in acquisitions. 
Most of the procurements only showed the decisions made according to the 
cost; life cycle costing was not a determining factor in the decisionmaking 
process in any of the procurements analysed. Therefore, life cycle costing on 
a national level would require further research.

An Analysis of Factors that  
Impact the Will of Officers and Cadets from the 

Headquarters of the Defense Forces, the Land Forces,  
and the Military Academy to Use Technology

Raido Saremat

The objective of this study was to identify the primary factors that impact 
the will of officers and cadets to use unmanned ground robots and to analyse 
the applicability of the technology acceptance model for describing such will.

The theoretical part provides an overview of the technology  acceptance 
model, a perceived risk, the intention of use, and a tendency to trust  technology.

Data was collected with an online survey that included scales to assess the 
perception of the respondents regarding usefulness, the ease of use, the poten
tial risk, the propensity to trust technology, and the will to use unmanned 
ground robots. The target group for the questionnaire comprised the officers 
and cadets (N=702) serving in the Land Forces, the General Staff, and the 
Estonian Military Academy; 49% of the target group (N=344) responded to 
the survey. The results of the online survey were analysed with correlation 
analysis method, regression analysis, and structural equation modelling.

According to the results, the TAM model is suitable for researching 
the technology of unmanned ground robots. An analysis conducted with 
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 structural equation modelling revealed that 48% of the diversity in the will 
to use unmanned ground robots derives from perceived usefulness, the age 
of users, trust in technology, and perceived ease of use. From a statistical 
viewpoint, perceived risk has a significant mediating impact on the will to use 
robots if such use is considered easy.

How Russia Deflects Blame  
for its Cyber and Information Attacks:  

An Analysis of the Discursive Strategies of RT.com

Julius Koppel, Sten Hansson

The Russian Federation uses cyber and information attacks against other 
countries to achieve its own geopolitical goals. Although the international 
community has criticised these practices, the Russian government is still 
trying to deflect blame and justify its actions. To better understand Russia’s 
strategic communication, we analysed the ways in which accusations  against 
Russia for its cyber and information attacks are depicted in Russia’s primary 
governmentfunded international news portal RT.com. Our analysis  revealed 
that blame for Russia’s cyber and information attacks is deflected in the 
articles published by RT in four main ways: (1) accusations are depicted as 
groundless and lacking evidence, (2) the accusers are cast as malicious and 
Russia as the victim, (3) the accusers are portrayed as unreliable or ridiculous, 
and (4) the attention of readers is distracted away from the accusations.

Autonoomsete relvasüsteemide eetiline külg:  
argumentide kompendium

Janar Pekarev

Uuringus tuginetakse süstemaatilisele kirjandusülevaatele, et selgitada välja 
autonoomsete relvasüsteemide arendamise ja kasutuselevõtmisega seotud 
põhiprobleemid. Kirjanduse ülevaatest nähtub, et relvakonfliktiõiguse põhi
mõtete rakendamine, kriminaalvastutus, elu ja surma puudutavate otsuste 
langetamine ning kontrolli saavutamine autonoomsete relvasüsteemide üle 
on valitud teadusartiklites kõige sagedamini käsitletud teemad. Eetilisest 
 küljest selgus, et peaaegu pooled teemad ei põhine teoreetilise eetikaga seotud 

http://RT.com
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 argumentatsioonil. Samas tõi normatiivse eetika argumentide analüüsimine 
esile, et ülejäänud teemades on ülekaalus deontoloogilise eetika väärtused. 
Teisisõnu, eetiliselt keeruliste küsimuste lahendamisel tuleks vaadeldud artik
lite autorite arvates lähtuda autonoomse relvasüsteemi tegevuse väärtusest, 
mitte tagajärgedest.

The Lost Paratroopers: 
The Estonian Long-Range Surveillance 

Task Unit 46/1 in Karelia

Andres Parve

The objective of this article is to restore the operations of the Estonian long
range surveillance task unit in 1942 in the Karelia area of operations. It was, 
more specifically, a joint intelligence operation of the German military intelli
gence service Abwehr and the Finnish military intelligence, implemented by 
Estonians. The Finns were celebrating operation kaukopartio 46/1 where 46 
referred to the sequence number of the reconnaissance patrol and 1 referred 
to the Vehniäinen unit that operated on the Karelian Isthmus.

Finland claims that the assignment of the intelligence group was to move 
to the Konosha locality by the railroad in order to monitor the transport of 
warfare materials sent by allies to the Soviet Union, and to study the air
ports and aerial activities in the area. Therefore, the Estonian unit 46/1 was 
an operation suitable for special forces.

It was one of the most unique battle assignments in Estonian military his
tory that caught the attention of the leaders of the Soviet Union: the counter 
operation was under the heightened attention of Lavrentiy Beria, the People’s 
Commissar of the People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs of the Soviet 
Union, a member of the State Defence Committee, and deputy premier under 
Joseph Stalin, the chief of the Council of People’s Commissars; Beria also 
ordered to inform the leaders of the Soviet union, including Joseph Stalin 
and Vyacheslav Molotov, the People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs, about 
the end of the operation.

The operation of the task unit of 13 men began on the night of 30 August 
1942 at the Nurmolitsy Air Base. Already in the beginning of the operation, 
they lost the element of surprise. On the next day when they were able to 
 connect with the headquarters, it turned out that while the second semigroup 
had landed on the right landing area, the first semigroup had been taken to 
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the wrong location and landed outside of the area marked on the map. The 
light signals that the second group had seen were actually coming from the 
local young communist league camp.

Information about the paratroopers was quickly submitted to L. Beria who 
was not pleased with the regional operations of NKVD and, on 24  September, 
ordered an application of complementary measures, including monitor
ing of local lakes. The countermeasures applied by NKVD failed to pro
vide results for four weeks. At the same time, the impact that the extensive 
counter operation of NKVD had on the surveillance group was that they were 
 distracted from their primary intelligence objectives: the railway and central 
stations.

Since the Estonian intelligence group was directed away from the objects 
of critical infrastructure by an extensive capture operation of NKVD, the 
 German intelligence decided to abort the operation in the middle of October 
and evacuate the team. The Russian communication intelligence (COMINT) 
received information that evacuation will take place on Lake Lacha and they 
organised an ambush.

On the early morning of 22 October, the seaplane Heinkel He 115C1 
landed on Lake Lacha but was subject to an ambush and the rescue operation 
failed. After that, the Estonian intelligence group was destroyed.

On 10 November, L. Beria presented a report to the Soviet Union State 
Defence Committee (Государственного Комитета Обороны), led by Joseph 
Stalin, on eliminating the German diversionists from the Konosha locality 
in the Arkhngelsk Oblast. According to the report, one of the groups was 
liquidated on 2 November in the Pudozh District of the Karelian ASSR and 
the second group was liquidated on 8 November in the Knosha locality in the 
Arkhangelsk Oblast. Two radio stations, a phone conversation surveillance 
device, ciphers and codes, 9 automatic firearms, 13 pistols, 13,000 bullets, 
5 food packs and other equipment were confiscated from the groups.

The fate of men was as follows: according to Finnish information, P. Roots 
and A. Veebel were killed, and A. Rägastik and O. Krivain were wounded in 
the first conflict with adversaries. A. Rägastik and R. Pallo were killed in the 
second conflict and three members of the group were supposedly missing. 
L. Barkov wrote that A. Rägastik, H. Roberg, P. Roots, and A. Veebel were 
killed in a combat while the other nine men were imprisoned and executed. 
The execution took place in the Vologda Prison.

The Finnish intelligence centre was in radio contact with the Estonian 
intelligence group from 31 August to 22 October for a total of 133 times; 
175 messages were forwarded by the intelligence group, 84 of those were 
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weather reports. The intelligence group received 38 messages, 9 of which were 
weather reports. The active period of the intelligence group in the adversarial 
logistics lasted for 53 days.

In conclusion, the joint intelligence operations of Finland and Germany, not 
including Erna, were unsuccessful. The same goes for the longrange surveil
lance unit 46/1. The collected intelligence information was not worth the lost 
lives. The counteroperation of NKVD fixed several internal intelligence units 
but Russia did not position their fronts from strategic combating areas of 
 Stalingrad or Caucasus in the North. From the perspective of Estonian his
tory, it was inevitable: men believed and hoped that their contribution will 
help to restore the independence of Estonia. Even if it cost them their lives.

The Verge of Generations.  
Military History Teaching in  

Estonian Military Education 1919–1940

Igor Kopõtin

Teaching military history disciplines have played a significant role in Esto
nian military education. Its foundations were established by Aleksei Baiov, a 
Russian émigré teacher and a former professor of the Russian General Staff 
Academy. It is also important to consider the changes proposed by  Lieutenant 
General Nikolai Reek, an Estonian Chief of General Staff, pertaining to the 
teaching of military history. As a result of Reek’s activities, military history 
disciplines and their content were reshaped, military history assignments 
were established, and the relationship between military history and other 
branches of military science were clarified, subjecting military history to the 
needs of tactical training.

When he was establishing the grounds of the Estonian military  edu cation 
system, Reek had no choice but to use Baiov and other Russian émigré 
 teachers since there were not many ethnic Estonian specialists in this area. 
Despite the fact that Reek personally invited Baiov, a conflict quickly emerged 
between the two men. Although, in the military sphere, they had a dif ferent 
academic aptitude and calibre, their conflict is now part of the legacy of 
the  Nicholas General Staff Academy. On the one hand, Baiov stood out in 
 Estonia for his professionalism, but on the other hand, he represented the 
older genera tion of Russian military theorists. From a positive viewpoint, 
that generation valued systematic research and teaching of military history; 
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from a negative  viewpoint, it was hardly connected with modern warfare. It 
can even be said that Reek played the role of a progressive for the younger 
generation of  Russian military theorists since he saw a fundamental need to 
modernise  military history and its teaching. According to Reek, it should 
have focused more on studying and teaching modern armed conflicts since 
the earlier history of the art of war was merely necessary to establish a context 
for the knowledge.

One of the progressive doings of Reek was modernising the teaching 
of military history through the use of active methods to engage with the 
 audience more personally. He preferred an analysis of military history to mere 
factual knowledge. Still, military history continued to be taught in a lecture 
format until mid1930s; students’ independent and group analysis was not 
highly appreciated. In addition, the teaching of military history depended on 
a lecturer’s ability to make the subject attractive to students.

The Estonian United Military Educational Institutions (UMEI) took a 
serious approach to military history subjects since their teachers, especially 
in the Staff Officer’s School, were mostly recognised senior officers who 
comprised the intellectual elite of the Estonian military. Even though some 
of them had had earlier experience with pedagogy, none was a historian by 
education. This was something that maybe made it more difficult to plan 
and carry out  teaching activities, not to mention developing a conception of 
the need for military history. Developing a competency on military history 
was also  rendered difficult because, unlike active duty, military history was 
not considered a promising aspect for officers making a career. Therefore, 
 teaching military history remained more of a hobby of senior officers.

In general, we can conclude that despite the criticism, the volume of mili
tary history subjects in UMEI did not change over the years. However, the 
distribution of military history subjects did change. It is now clear that Baiov 
also shaped the principles of teaching military history disciplines. Although 
Reek took a strong stance against Baiov, he did not succeed in changing the 
principles for teaching military history disciplines. It can be said that those of 
Baiov (i.e. concepts and frameworks developed at the Nicholas General Staff 
Academy) remained salient until the Estonian military was destroyed in 1940. 
A positive outcome of Reek’s work is probably approaching the history of two 
conflicts that had only recently ended, World War I and the War of Indepen
dence, as separate subjects. Thus, dividing the art of war into three subjects 
did not change the overall volume of military history in the curriculum but it 
did increase the share of contemporary conflicts in it.
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In the future, it is worth considering a study of teaching and research of 
military history in the context of Estonian military planning to better under
stand its influence on military planning. Compared to the development of 
other European militaries, we can see how unique the problem of  teaching 
military history was in Estonian military education during the interwar 
period. A brief digression into the teaching of military history in the Red 
Army shows that the intergenerational conflict was also salient in the 1920s 
in the neighbouring Soviet Union.

An Overview of the Development of  
Estonian Military Vocabulary in 1885–1913

Toivo Kikkas, Reet Hendrikson

The article explores a period that can be regarded as a preliminary stage 
in the purposeful development of Estonian military vocabulary: the years 
1885–1913. This period began with a translation made by Jakob Hurt and 
ended with the outbreak of the First World War; by then, the Estonian mili
tary vocabulary was already developing under very different circumstances. 
Over the period from 1885 to 1913, three books were published in Estonian 
for the Estonian soldiers serving in the Russian army, two of them trans
lations and the third one an original print: A Handbook for Estonian soldiers 
(„Abinõu noorte Eesti soldatite õpetamise juures“, 1885) translated by Jakob 
Hurt, A Dictionary for Estonian Soldiers („Soldati sõnaraamat”, 1890) by 
Ado  Grenzstein, and A Handbook for Estonian NonCommissioned Officers 
(„Käsiraamat alamwäeteenijate Eestlaste tarwis“, 1896) translated by Johann 
Elend. While Estonians know Hurt and Grenzstein as important cultural and 
social figures, Elend’s name is rather unknown today and there is little infor
mation about him. We observed the circumstances under which the Estonian 
military vocabulary began to take shape, examined the linguistic views of said 
authors, and offered examples on the use of language in the cited works.

The period in question has been little studied so far. This is partially due 
to the fact that Estonians took part in the military activities of the Russian 
Empire during 1885–1913 quite moderately, compared to the subsequent 
period. Therefore, research material is scarce. It can also be assumed that 
in the context of topics such as Russification and its consequences (e.g. the 
agrarian issues), languagerelated questions may have remained only a niche.
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The authors of this paper compensated the deficit of materials to study 
with an interdisciplinary approach. We based our work on the thesis that 
combining historical science with a philological methodology allows us to get 
a more extensive picture of the overall period, the language development, and 
the factors that affected it. The topic was examined from three viewpoints: 
nonlinguistic, linguistic, and metalinguistic.

It is important to note that the state did not support the printing and pub
lishing of the aforementioned books. In the context of Russification, it seems 
likely that state officials did not dare to support the publishing of bilingual 
works since doing so would have served as a recognition of the efforts of 
Estonians as a small nation at a periphery of the empire, not only in main
taining their native language, but in actively developing it. Recruitment into 
the armed forces and the potential problems with the Russian language con
cerned a too small proportion of the Estonianspeaking population at the end 
of the 19th century to have a wider resonance at the time.

An entirely separate question is the motivation of intellectuals such as 
Hurt and Elend to translate these materials and Grenzstein to compile a mili
tary dictionary. As it turned out, this can partially be explained with eco
nomic reasons (as in the case of Hurt) or more noble motives (such as the aim 
of Elend to make service in the army of the Russian Empire easier for Esto
nian soldiers). Obviously, these are just some of the reasons. Grenzstein had a 
deeper personal interest both in the military and in the Estonian language. As 
we know, Hurt and Grenzstein had deeply divergent personalities: they were 
intellectuals who participated actively in several different fields. Thus, their 
motives probably involved more humane aspects, as well, such as friendly 
rivalry. For example, as we learned from In Defence of a Beautiful Language 
(“Kauni keele kaitseks”), a booklet written by Grenzstein, his statements were 
strongly motivated by a critical attitude toward the heritage of Hurt.

Although Estonian intellectuals explained the importance of Estonian 
writings to the general public, they always preferred to hold private conver
sations in German, especially concerning more complex topics. Contra
dictions between theory and practice are actually understandable. At the 
time, the Estonian language did not have a sufficient vocabulary, not even for 
concepts referring to the basic military attributes, let alone linguistic terms 
for abstract ideas. Lingual use and choices are always influenced by non 
linguistic culturalsocial factors and prestige. Obviously, foreign languages 
were more prestigious for various reasons. Educational circumstances of the 
time certainly played a role: a large proportion of the educated population had 
been educated in German, making it easier to express oneself in that language.
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The human factor, more precisely, the contradiction between theory 
and reality is evident from other aspects, as well. For example, Grenzstein 
was extremely critical of any kind of figurative expressions (metaphors, 
 metonymy) but his booklet In Defence of a Beautiful Language is full of 
 figurative sentences and reflections. The linguist probably thought that it 
would be more effective that way and, as we must admit, he was right. This 
aspect is also interesting from a linguistic viewpoint: it confirms a thesis of 
cognitive linguistics that imagery is the natural and most convenient way of 
dealing with abstract concepts and ideas. The linguistic views of Hurt are 
expressed in his writing Does Estonian Need New Words (“Kas eesti keelele on 
uusi sõno tarvis?”); one of its main thesis is that state agencies must adminis
trate in Estonian. After acknowledging that the means of expression are 
 limited in Estonian, he encourages people to make up new words and educate 
our native language.

To sum up the linguistic views of Hurt and Grenzstein, it can be said that 
both emphasise the rational, logical basis of language. They disapprove of, 
as Grenzstein put it, “wielding words” and “soiling language” which create 
chaos rather than clarity. On the other hand, both also emphasise the role of 
euphony, although from a slightly different standpoint. Grenzstein  primarily 
talks about the interplay between rhythm and meaning. Hurt argues for 
the need to follow the stress pattern and phonetic structure of a language. 
Characteristi cally to the period, both writers take on an instructional posi
tion: Hurt rather fatherly, Grenzstein in a sharper, more moralising and 
uncompromising manner.

It is worth mentioning that the linguistic views of Hurt, in fact, constitute 
a significant basis for all subsequent language planning. For example, Hurt 
was the first to call for the enrichment of language with dialects and related 
languages, although we often associate this thesis with Johannes Aavik.

Each work reflects its time: its needs and shortcomings. Blurred bound
aries of genre and multifunctionality are the most striking features of the 
turnofthecentury (military) dictionariesmanuals and other practical 
 publications. All of them represented the socalled practicaldidactic genre. 
Multifunctionality is, nevertheless, logical: these works had to fulfil the func
tion of a handbook, a textbook, a glossary, and a conversation book at the 
same time, since printing possibilities were limited. While the translations 
by Hurt and Elend are, in the modern sense, handbooks with a short glos
sary section, then Grenzstein’s book is quite clearly a dictionary, although it 
contains not only terms but also common words and expressions. The works 
of Hurt and Elend are a valuable resource for any linguist: as translations of 
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handbooks, the words and terms are used in sentences. This explains the use 
of a word, including its modifiers, in a specific context. Referring to basic 
military concepts, the writings include different linguistic forms, and the use 
of words may vary even within a single work. Considering the fact that such 
variations are common even today, almost a century and a half later, this is 
completely understandable.

Although only a handful of influential militarylinguistic works were pub
lished in the period of 1885–1913, the handbooks by Hurt and Elend and 
the dictionary by Grenzstein are works of a key importance that laid down 
the foundations for the development of Estonian military vocabulary and, 
more widely, the entire national defence terminology. The main motivation 
for their compilation was the development stage of Estonian language, which 
is clearly reflected in these publications. The keywords that characterise the 
linguistic content of the work are linguistic selfsearch and variability.


